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THINGS  TO  BE  DAILY  EEMEMBEEED. 


"  Search  the  Scriptures  ;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life: 
and  they  are  they  whieh  testify  of  Me." — John  v.  39. 

"  Why  even  of  yourselves  judge  ye  not  what  is  right  ? '' — Luke 
xii.  57. 

"  Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good." — 1  Thess.  v.  21. 
"  Let  every  man  be  fully  persuaded  in   his  own  mind." — Rom. 
xiv.  5. 

"  Who  art  thou  that  judgest  another  man's  servant  ?  " — Rom. 
xiv.  4. 

"  If  any  man  trust  to  himself  that  he  is  Christ's,  let  him  of  himself 
think  this  again,  that,  as  he  is  Christ's,  even  so  are  we  Christ's." — 
2  Cor.  X.  7. 

§xiitx. 

"  Do  all  things  without  murmurings  and  disputings  :  that  ye  may 
be  blameless  and  harmless,  the  sons  of  God,  without  rebuke." — Phil, 
ii.  14,  15. 

"  Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order." — 1  Cor.  xiv.  40. 

life. 

"  I  beseech  you  that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye 
are  called." — Eph.  iv.  1. 

*'  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." — Matt.  v.  16. 


EXTRACTS 

From  the  "  Preliminary  Notes  "  prefixed  to  the  "  Declaration  of  Faith, 
Church  Order,  and  Discipline,"  issued  by  the  Congregational 
Union  of  England  and  Wales. 

*•  It  is  not  intended  that  the  following  statement  should  be  put  forth  with 
any  authority,  or  as  a  standard  to  which  assent  should  be  required." 

"  Disallowing  the  utility  of  creeds  and  articles  of  religion  as  a  bond  of 
union,  and  protesting  against  subscription  to  any  human  formularies  as  a 
term  of  communion,  Congregationalists  are  yet  willing  to  declare  for  general 
information  what  is  commonly  believed  among  them,  reserving  to  every  one 
the  most  perfect  liberty  of  conscience." 

*•  Upon  some  minor  points  of  doctrine  and  practice,  they,  differing  among 
themselves,  allow  to  each  other  the  right  to  form  an  unbiassed  judgment  of 
the  word  of  Grod." 

"They  wish  it  to  be  observed,  that,  notwithstanding  their  jealousy  of  sub- 
scription to  creeds  and  articles,  and  their  disapproval  of  the  imposition  of 
any  human  standard,  whether  of  faith  or  discipline,  they  are  far  more  agreed 
in  their  doctrines  and  practices  than  any  church  which  enjoins  subscription 
and  enforces  a  human  standard  of  orthodoxy." 


DESIGN. 

In  issuing  a  second  edition  of  this  little  book,  the 
writer  wishes  to  say  that  he  has  attempted  nothing  more 
in  it  than  a  "  statement "  of  our  principles.  He  has 
laboured  for  brevity ;  scrupulously  omitting  every  thought 
and  word  that  did  not  seem  essential  to  the  clear  expres- 
sion of  prevalent  views.  Argument  and  illustration  were 
beyond  his  design.  If,  however,  the  reader  will  use  these 
pages  as  a  Digest,  and  will  accept  the  guidance  of  the  text 
with  the  several  references  subjoined,  it  is  believed  he  will 
not  fail  to  discover  the  scriptural  authority  alleged  for  the 
dogmas  of  our  faith. 

The  plan  of  the  statement  will  be  seen  at  once  from  the 
following  divisions : — 


Pkotestants. 
Trinitarians. 
Calvinists. 
P^dg-Baptists. 
Note  on  the  Lord's  Supper. 


fart  HE.— f olitg. 

Dissenters. 
Nonconformists. 
Voluntaries. 
Independents, 
congregationalists. 
Essential  Organization. 


OUR  NAMES. 

One    of  the  readiest  ways  of  informing  others  who  we 
are,  and  of  reminding  ourselves  what  we  profess,  is  to  state 
the  meaning  of  the  several  names  which  we  bear.     It  so 
happens  that  we  have  many  names  by  which  we  speak  of 
ourselves,   and   are    spoken  of  by  others  :   probably   no 
Christian  community  has   more.      We  have  not   always 
had  these  names,  neither  have  we  always   chosen  them. 
Two  or  three  have  been  added,  or  have  come  into  more 
familiar  use,  within  memory  of  the  living.     The  addition 
of  a  new  name,  however,  has  not  involved  the  disuse  of  an 
old  one.     We  keep  most  of  them  still ;  and  our  unity  and 
identity  are  no  more  broken  by  their  variety,  than  is  the 
unity  of  a  gentleman  who  begins  life  with  two  or  three 
appellatives,   and    afterwards,   from   station   and   attain- 
ments, comes  to  be  announced  with  a  long  array  of  titles, 
descriptive  of  his  honours  in  literature,  science,  or  theology. 
Some  of  these  names  are  much  more  comprehensive  than 
others  :  in  some  there  is  not  a  little  history  wrapped  up, 
calling  to   mind    critical   struggles   and   grave   protests. 
Expressive  as  they  severally  are  of  doctrine  or  of  polity, 
they  indicate  with  sufficient  precision  the  parts,  aspects, 
and  relations  of  "the  truth,"  as  we  hold  it ;  and  the  way 
in  which  we  strive  to  diffuse  that  truth. 

It  is  pleasant  to  add  that  they  are  not  exclusively  dis- 
tinctive of  ourselves.  Every  one  of  them  do  we  bear 
in  common  with  some  or  other  Christian  Churches. 
Gladly  should  we  see  them  obliterated  by  general  concord 
— by  the  adoption  of  the  truths  they  affirm,  and  the  re- 
nunciation of  the  errors  they  oppose.  But  till  such  con- 
cord is  reached  we  must  keep  them ;    daring  neither  to 

disown  nor  to  di  shonour  them. 


PART   I.-THEOLOGY. 


PROTESTANTS. 

We  join  the  great  body  of  Christians  in  this  land  in 
solemn  and  devout  protest  against  the  errors  of  Roman 
Catholicism,  and  we  carry  our  Protestantism,  we  think, 
to  more  honourable  issues  than  do  some  who  oppose  the 
Papacy.  We  have  no  Head  of  the  Church  but  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Lord. — We  have  no  "  creed  "  hx4>  the  Bible. — 
Of  the  Bible  we  have  no  interpreter  but  private  judgment, 
enlightened  and  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  who  "  guideth  into 
all  truth." — We  have  no  Mediator  but  Christ :  who  is 
able  to  "  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God 
by  Him." — We  have  no  priest  but  Jesus :  no  altar  but  the 
Cross :  and  no  sacrifice  but  the  "  Lamb  of  God,"  who 
"once  for  all  in  the  end  of  the  world  hath  appeared  to  put 
away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself." — We  have  no  rites 
and  ceremonies  "  decreed  by  the  Church,"  believing  that 
the  Church  is  to  observe  those  only  which  were  instituted 
by  her  Lord. — We  make  no  confession  but  to  God,  and  to 
those  whom  we  have  wronged. — We  neither  ask  nor  give 
"  absolution,"  considering  that  this  can  be  dispensed  by 
God  only,  of  whose  law  sin  is  the  transgression. — We 
worship  neither  angels  nor  saints,  regarding  them  in  all 
their  height  and  holiness  as  but  fellow-servants  with  us  of 
the  Most  High  God. — We  look  for  no  "  purgatory,"  be- 
lieving that  at  death  the  soul  receives  a  final  award  from 
the  Eighteous  Judge. — This  our  Protestantism  we  strive 
to  maintain  with  firmness,  wisdom,  and  chanty,  that  we 
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»  TEINITABIANS. 

"  may  be  able  by  sound  doctrine  both  to  exhort  and  to 
convince  the  gainsayers." 

E-ErEREjsrcES  : — 

Clirist  the  Head.  Matt,  xxviii.  18;  Acts  ii,  36  j  Eph.  i.  20-22,  iv.  15,  16 ;  Phil, 
ii.  9-12;  Col.  i,  18;  see  also  Matt,  xxiii.  8-10 ;  Luke  xxii.  24-27  ;  1  Cor.  i. 
13,  iii.  5 ;  Gal,  ii.  11.  The  Bible  our  "  Creed."  Isa.  viii.  20  ;  John  v.  39 ; 
Acts  xvii,  11 :  2  Tim.  iii.  16,  17 ;  Rev.  xxii.  18.  19.  Private  Judgment. 
Luke  xii.  57 ;  Acts  xvii.  11 ;  Rom.  xiv.  4,  5 ;  2  Cor.  x.  7 ;  1  John  iv.  1  ; 
also  John  v.  44,  vii.  17;  xiv,  23-26,  xvi.  13  ;  and  Luke  xi.  13  ;  Eph,  v.  18  ; 
James  i,  5.  Christ  our  Mediator.  1  Tim.  ii.  5 ;  Heb.  vii.  25,  viii.  6,  ix.  15, 
xii.  24.  Christ  our  Priest.  Ps.  ex.  4;  Zech.  vi.  13  ;  Heb,  ii.  17,  iii.  1,  iv.  14, 
V.  viii.  1.  Christ  our  Sacrifice.  Isa.  liii. ;  John  i.  29,  x.  15-18 ;  Rom.  iii.  25  ; 
1  Cor.  v.  7  ;  2  Cor,  v.  19-21 ;  Gal.ii.  21 ;  Eph.  i.  7;  Heb.  ix.  11-14;  I  Peter 
iii.  18;  Rev.  i.  5,  V.  6-13,  vii.  14.  Church  decretals.  Matt.  xv.  1-9;  1  Cor. 
iv.  17,  xi.  2;  Col.  ii.  8;  1  Tim.  iv.  1-7.  Confession.  Ezra  x.  11 :  Ps.  xxxii. 
5 ;  Dan.  ix.  4-20 ;  Mark  ii.  7 ;  1  John  i.  9  :  also.  Matt.  v.  23, 24 ;  James  v. 
16.  Angel  worship,  Matt.  iv.  10  ;  Col.  ii.  18  ;  Rev.  xxii.  8,  9.  Final 
awards.  Matt.  xxv.  46;  Mark  ix.  42-48;  Luke  xiii.  25-29,  xvi.  29-31 ;  John 
iii.  36,  V.  29;  Heb.  x.  26,  27 ;  Rev.  xxi.  5-8. 


TRINITARIANS,  i.e.,  TRI-UNITARIANS. 

We  attempt  not  to  define  the  essence  of  the  Divine 
nature,  or  the  mode  of  the  existence  of  the  One  True  and 
Living  God.  We  shrink  from  such  presumption.  "  Canst 
thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  Canst  thou  find  out 
the  Almighty  unto  perfection  ?  It  is  as  high  as  heaven, 
what  canst  thou  do  ?  Deeper  than  heU,  what  canst  thou 
know  ?  The  measure  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and 
broader  than  the  sea."  What,  indeed,  can  we  do,  who 
"  are  of  yesterday,  and  know  nothing  ?  "  who  so  strangely 
mistake  even  ourselves,  whose  vision  is  so  clouded  by  sin, 
and  whose  judgment  is  so  warped  by  habit !  What  can 
we  do  but  receive  as  little  children  such  truth  as  is 
revealed  to  us  ;  and  if  our  faith  soar  above  our  reason, 
wait  the  day  that  shall  solve  our  perplexities  ? 

"  O  Thou  Eternal  One  !  whose  presence  bright 
All  space  doth  occupy,  all  motion  guide ; 
Unchanged  through  time's  all -devastating  flight : 
Thou  only  God  I    There  is  no  God  beside. 
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Being  above  all  beings !    Three  in  One : 
Whom  none  can  comprehend,  and  none  explore, 
Who  fill'st  existence  with  Thyself  alone. 
Embracing  aU,  supporting,  ruling  o'er. 
Being  whom  we  caU  God,  and  know  no  more !  " 

We  believe  that  "  Grod  is  revealed  in  Scripture  as  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Grhost ;  described  in  popu- 
lar language  as  the  Three  Persons  of  the  Godhead,  to 
whom  all  Divine  properties  and  perfections  are  severally 
attributed,  but  who  are  one  God  only ; "  the  Triune 
Jehovah. — The  divinity  of  the  Son,  and  the  personality  of 
the  Spirit,  are  cherished  doctrines  with  us :  the  basis  of 
our  dearest  hopes,  the  source  of  our  highest  consolation 
and  strength. — The  mediation  of  the  Son,  by  His  incarn- 
ation, obedience,  suffering,  death,  resuiTection,  ascension, 
and  interoession,  is  the  theme  of  our  constant  study,  and 
the  subject  of  our  testimony  as  the  means  of  the  "  great 
salvation "  which  the  Scriptures  make  known.  —  Our 
depravity  and  helplessness  we  penitently  confess  :  we  feel 
that  God  stoops  to  us  in  infinite  compassion  in  His  plan 
of  redemption,  that  he  may  righteously  pardon  the  guilty, 
permanently  raise  the  fallen,  and  effectually  purify  the 
corrupt. 

REFEEE]!fCES  :  — 

Incomprehensihleness  of  God.  Job  xi.  7-9.  Unity  of  God.  Deut.  vi.4.  Trinity  of 
the  Godhead,  (a)  Plural  designations  of  God  (see  Hebrew).  Gen.  i.  26,  iii.22,  xi. 
6,  7 ;  Josh.  XXIV.  19 ;  Prov.  ix.  10 ;  Eccles.  xii.  1 :  Isaiahliv.  5  ;  Mai.  i.  6  ; 

(b)  Distinctions  expressed.  Isa.  xxxiv.  16 :  xlviii.  16;  Matt,  xxviii.  19;  John 
i.  1-14,  xvii.  5  ;  2  Cor.  xiii.  14.  Divinity  of  the  Son.  (a)  Titles  of  Deity.  Isa. 
vi.  5  compared  with  John  xii.  40 ;  Isa.  xl.  3,  with  Matt.  iii.  3 ;  Isa.  xl. 
9-11.  with  John  x.  11 ;  Isa.  xlv.  21-25,  with  Rom.  xiv.  11,  John  i.  1,  xx. 
28,  Rom.  ix.  5 ;  Ps.  xlv.  6,  7,  with  Heb.  i,  8, 2  Peter  i.  1, 1  John  v.  20,  Rev. 
i.  8.  (h)  Perfections  of  Deity.  Mic.  v.  2,  with  Matt.  ii.  6 ;  John  i.  1,  viii.  58. 
xvii.  5;  Matt,  xviii.  18;  Rev.  i.  8  ;  Phil.  iii.  21 ;  2  Cor.  xii.  9 ;  Mark  ii. 
7-10;  John  ii.  24,  25;  xxi.  17;  Rev.  ii.  23;  Matt,  xviii.  20,  xxviii.   20. 

(c)  Works  of  Deity.  John  i.  3  ;  Col.  i.  16  ;  Heb.  i.  10;  Rev.  xxi.  5-7;  Matt, 
xi.  27 ;  Rev.  V.  4,  5 ;  John  v.  17 ;  John  ii.  19-21,  x.  18 ;  John  v.  28.  29,  vi. 
39,  40;  Matt,  xxv.  31;  Rom.  xiv.  10 ;  2  Cor.  v.  10.  (d)  Honours  of  DeUy. 
Matt,  xxviii.  19;  John  v.  23;  Acts  vii.  59,  60  ;  Phil,  ii  10;  Rev.  i.  5,  v.  13. 
Personality  of  the  Spirit.  Matt.  xii.  31,  32  ;  John  xiv.  16-26,  xv.  26,  xvi.  7-14 ; 
Actsv.  3,  4,  vii.  51,  xv.  28;  xvi.  6,  7,  xx.  23,  xxi.  11;  ITim.  iv.  1; 
Heb.  iii.  7,  ix.  8. 


10  CALYINISTS  ? 

CALVINISTS  ? 
We  have  marked  this  name  doubtfully  because  it  is 
not  oun  choice,  neither  do  we  like  it.     It  has  never  more 
than  partially  obtained.     It  has  been  and  is  very  repug- 
nant to  the  judgment   and  taste  of  multitudes   in   our 
churches.     It  conveys  the  notion  that  we  have  received 
our  theology  from  a  human  source,  and  it  has  been  the 
occasion  of  much  opprobrious  misrepresentation   of  our 
faith.     Hence  it  is  a  name  most  rarely  used  among  our- 
selves.    Few  men,  however,  have  more  won  our  admiration 
than  John  Calvin:    he  is  revered  by  us   as  one  of  the 
most  profound  theologians  of  his  own,  or  any  other  age. 
But  with  a  very  capricious   exclusiveness,  his  name  has 
been  associated  with  certain  doctrines  concerning  man's 
responsibility,  freedom,  depravity,  and  helplessness;  and 
concerning  God's  absolute  sovereignty  and  grace.     Those 
acquainted   with  Church  history   know  well  that   these 
doctrines  had  been  expounded  and  advocated  by  the  great 
Augustine,   centuries   before    Calvin's    time ;    and    those 
familiar  with  the  writings  of  Calvin  himself  know  that 
these  doctrines  occupy  in  them  no  disproportionate  space. 
Of  his  "  Institutes  "  they  form  but  a  small  part,  and  in  his 
"  Commentaries  "  their  introduction  is  never  forced.  While 
we  are  far  from  accepting  all  that  he  has  written  on  them, 
it  is  right  to  add  that  we  "believe  that  the  first  man 
disobeyed   the  Divine  command,    fell  from  his  state  of 
innocence  and  purity,  and  involved  all  his  posterity  in  the 
consequences  of  that  fall ;  that  therefore  all  mankind  arc 
born  in  sin,  and  that  a  fatal  inclination  to  moral  evil 
utterly  incurable  by  human  means,  is  inherent  in  ever\ 
descendant  of  Adam :  "  that  "  in  honour  of  Christ's  me- 
diation between  God  and  man,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  giver 
to  men,  enlightening  and  quickening  them  towards  God 
and  things  divine,  and  sanctifying  and  comforting  them 
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SO  that  they  serve  Grod,  and  become  meet  for  heavepfc- " 
that  "  God's  purpose  thus  to  bless  individual  men  was  xlis 
purpose  of  election  ;  even  as  His  promise  to  His  Son  that 
they  should  thus  be  blessed  through  Him,  was  His  gift  of 
such  men  as  His  sheep,  to  the  Lord  Jesus  as  the  Shepherd: " 
that  "  only  when  Grod  thus  blesses  men  with  the  Holy 
Grhost,  are  their  evil  inclinations  so  counteracted  that  they 
become  new  creatures:  and  that  where  God  has  thus 
begun  a  good  work  in  men,  He  will  perform  it  until  the  day 
of  Jesus  Christ,  keeping  them  by  His  power,  through  faith, 
unto  salvation." — We  are  not  indebted  to  Calvin  for  the 
discovery  of  these  doctrines,  neither  are  we  bound  by  the 
terms  of  his  advocacy  of  them.  The  memorable  words 
of  John  Robinson,  one  of  our  brightest  ornaments,  deserve 
to  be  pondered  by  all  who  revere  names  in  theology : — 
"  If  God  reveal  anything  to  you  by  any  other  instrumen- 
tality of  His,  be  as  ready  to  receive  it  as  ever  you  were  to 
receive  any  truth  by  my  ministry ;  for  I  am  weU  persuaded, 
I  am  very  confident,  that  the  Lord  hath  more  truth  to 
bring  forth  out  of  His  holy  word.  For  my  part,  I  cannot 
sufficiently  bewail  the  condition  of  the  Reformed  Churches, 
who  are  come  to  a  period  in  religion,  and  will  at  present 
go  no  further  than  the  instruments  of  their  first  Reform- 
ation. The  Lutheran  cannot  be  drawn  beyond  what 
Luther  saw :  whatever  part  of  His  will  our  good  God  has 
imparted  and  revealed  unto  Calvin  they  will  rather  die 
than  embrace  it :  and  the  Calvinists,  you  see,  stick  fast 
where  they  were  left  by  that  great  man  of  God,  who  yet 
saw  not  all  things.  This  is  a  misery  much  to  be  lamented." 
Refeeences  : — 

depravity.  Gen.  iii.,  vi.  5,  11-13  ;  Ps.  xiv.  2,  3,  li.  5  ;  Isa.  liii.  6;  Jer.  xvii.  9 ; 
John  iii.  6  ;  Rom.  iii.  9-20.  Grace.  Isa.  liii.  ;  Hos.  xiii.  9 ;  Rom.  iii.  24-28, 
viii.  32 ;  Eph.  ii.  8.  Election.  Matt.  xi.  26  ;  Rom.  viii.  29,  ix.  16-18 ;  Bph. 
1.  4,  5  ;  2  Thess.  ii.  13 ;  2  Tim.  i,  9 ;  1  Peter  i.  2.  Conversion.  Matt.  xi.  25 ; 
John  iii.  5,  vi.  44;  1  Cor.  ii.  10-12;  Eph.  ii.  8  ;  Tit.  iii.  5;  James  i.  18;  1 
Peter  i.  23-25  ;  see  also  Luke  xi.  13.  Perseverance.  John  x.  29  ;  Rom.  viii. 
iS-39 ;  2  Tim.  ii.  19 ;  Heb  vu.  25 ;  1  Peter  i.  5 ;  1  Jolm  iii.  9. 


12  P^DO-BAPTISTS. 


PJEDO-BAPTISTS. 

This  name,  as  its  etymology  suggests,  is  intended  to 
denote  those  who  baptize  infants.  But  as  applied  to  us 
it  is  an  inadequate  name,  since  we  baptize  adults  as  well  as 
infants,  whenever  occasion  requires.*  That  our  adminis- 
tration of  the  rite  is  usually  to  infants  arises  from  the  two 
facts  that  we  regard  baptism  as  initiatory  to  Christian 
instruction ;  and  that  Christianity  is  the  Faith  in  which 
England  has  for  centuries  been  educated.  Were  we 
planting  Christianity  in  other  lands,  adult  baptisms  would 
bear  just  such  proportion  to  infant  baptisms  as  the 
awakened  teachableness  of  the  people  permitted. 

We  consider  the  rite  as  expressive  of  God's  grace 
rather  than  of  the  recipient's  faith  ;  as  an  emblem  of  the 
mercy  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  in  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Gospel  offered  unto  all  men :  and  into  which 
if  any  man  desire  to  be  indoctrinated^  baptism  is  for  him 
and  his  family  the  discipling  rite.  Baptism  pledges  an 
adult  receiving  it  to  the  study  of  Christianity:  and  it 
pledges  the  parents  or  guardians  of  children  receiving  it 
to  secure  them  Christian  education. 

The  mode  of  its  observance  we  deem  of  much  less 
importance.    We  are  very  nearly  agreed  that  sprinkling 

•  This  is  one  of  several  instances  in  which  accident  or  caprice  has  con- 
founded sectarian  names.  We  are  Catholics,  but  not  Papists ;  Episcopalians, 
but  not  Prelatists ;  Unitarians,  but  not  Socinians ;  and  we  are  Baptists,  but 
do  not  restrict  the  rite  to  adults.  Surely  that  name  "  Baptists  "  is  the  com- 
mon property  of  all  who  devoutly  honour,  as  they  believe,  their  Lord's  com- 
mand, "  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  disciple  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 

Being  one  with  the  "  Baptists  "  in  Theology  and  Polity,  we  deeply  regret 
that  this  question  should  have  separated  them  from  us ;  and  we  hail  with 
joy  every  sign  of  the  day  when  mutual  large-heartedness  shall  grow  aahamed 
of  the  "  divisions  "  so  minor  a  question  has  occasioned.  A  very  gratifying 
sign  of  such  day  lies  in  the  act  that  while  Independents  have  not  hesitated 
to  receive  "  Baptists"  into  their  fellowship,  not  a  few  Baptist  Churches  now 
reciprocate  that  catholicity. 
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or  pouring  as  legitimately  stands  for  tlie  word  "  baptism" 
as  does  immersion,  and  is  much  more  accordant  with  the 
significance  of  the  rite,  and  the  current  allusions  to  this 
significance  in  Scripture. 


NOTE  ON  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER. 

Though,  happily,  we  have  no  distinctive  name  under 
which,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  Christian  "  sacrament," 
to  indicate  our  views  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  it  seems  desir- 
able to  put  these  on  record  in  this  place.  Baptism  is  an 
initiatory  rite  ;  its  significance  is,  therefore,  duly  expressed 
in  its  one  observance.  The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  commemor- 
ative rite,  and  is,  therefore,  ordained  for  periodic  celebra- 
tion.— The  early  churches  appear  to  have  observed  it 
weekly,  or  whenever  they  met  for  worship. — We  consider 
it  a  church  ordinance,  instituted  for  the  united  celebration 
of  the  sacrificial  death  of  our  Lord. — The  terms  of  its 
institution  are  explicitly  stated  in  the  Gospel :  and  again, 
by  the  Apostle  Paul  when  correcting  some  abuses  of  it 
by  the  Church  at  Corinth.  "  Take,  eat :  this  is  my  body 
which  is  broken  for  you :  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

This  cup   is   the  New  Testament   in   my 

blood :  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it  in  remembrance  of 
me.    For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup, 

ye  do  shew  the  Lord's  death  till  He  come 

Let  a  man  examine  himself,  and  so  let  him  eat  of  that 
bread  and  drink  of  that  cup." — We  believe  that  none  but 
those  who  have  been  instructed  unto  the  spiritual  appre- 
hension of  its  truth,  and  have  commenced  the  life  of  god- 
liness, should  partake  of  this  ordinance.  And  w^e  believe 
that  on  all  such  the  command  is  laid  as  a  duty  and  a 
privilege: — "Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me."  With  us 
the  Lord's  Supper  is  no  repeated  sacrifice,  and  Baptism  is 
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no  spiritual  regeneration :  nor  is  either  ordinance  of 
"  sacramental  efficacy." 

And  these  two,  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  are  in 
our  judgment  the  only  "  Sacraments."  We  know  nothing 
of  the  "  Sacraments "  of  Confirmation,  Penance,  Orders, 
Matrimony,  and  Extreme  Unction.  Heartily  do  we 
accord  with  Article  xxv.  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer : 
— "  Those  five  commonly  called  Sacraments,  that  is  to 
say,  Confirmation,  Penance,  Orders,  Matrimony,  and 
Extreme  Unction,  are  not  to  he  cov/nted  for  Sacraments  of 

the  Gospel they  have  not  the  like  nature 

of  Sacraments,  with  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  for 
that  they  have  not  any  visihle  sign  or  ceremony  ordained 
of  God." 

References  : — 

Pebpbtuity  of  Sachaments.  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20;  ICor.  xi.  26.  Baptism.  A 
discipling  ritf.  "  Make  disciples,  baptizing  them,"  same  construction  (see 
Greek)  as  in  Matt.  iii.  6,  xx.  8 ;  Mark  viii.  11,  x.  2 ;  Acts  ii.  2t,  \'iii.  3, 
ix.  22-25,  X.  39.  xvii.  3.  The  teaching  follows.— John  baptized  unto  repent- 
ance, not  after  it,  nor  because  of  it.  His  baptism  did  not  diecriminate 
character,  Matt.  iii.  5,  6.  Nor  did  Christ's,  John  iv.  1;  nor  did  the 
Apostles',  Acts  ii.  41 :  nor  Philip's,  Acts  viii.  13.  compared  with  18-24 ; 
verse  37  of  that  chapter  an  interpolation.  See  Dr.  Halley's  "  Sacra- 
ments," Lect.  vii..  Note  A.  Nor  do  the  other  baptisms  recorded  indicate 
more  than  discipleship. — Baptism  nowhere  presented  as  a  Church  or- 
dinance. In  some  respects  analagous  to  circumcision :  the  two  rites 
placed  together,  Col.  ii.  11,  12 ;  emblematic  of  the  same  thing,  Deut.  x.  16, 
XXX.  6 ;  Jer.  iv.  4;  Rom.  ii.  29,  vi.  3-9 ;  1  Peter  iii.  21,  22.— Baptism  not 
necessarily  immersion,  Luke  xi.  38;  Markvii.  3,  4;  Heb.  ix.  9-14,  com- 
pared with  Numb.  xix.  17,  18;  1  Cor.  x.  2,  with  Exod.  xiv.  andxxiv.  8-8. 
— Baptism  significant  of  purity,  and  of  the  Spirit.  John  iii.  5;  Acts  xi. 
16,  17.  The  Spirit  not  ajluded  to  under  figure  of  immersion,  Isa.  xliv.  3, 
Iii.  15;  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25;  Joel  ii.  28,  29;  Acts  ii.  17,  18,33;  Heb.  x.  23. 

Lobd's  Suppbb  :  its  institution  and  design.  Matt.  xxvi.  26-30;  Mark  xiv.  22- 
26 ;  Luke  xxii.  19-21 ;  1  Cor.  xi.  23-28.— A  Church  ordinance,  1  Cor.  v.  7,  8, 
X.  17,xi.  20. 

Ok  Baptism,  see  Thorn's  "  Modem  Immersion,"  Ac,  and  "  Infant  Baptism  :*• 
and  on  both  the  Sacraments,  see  Dr.  Halley's  work  '♦  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Nature  of  the  Sacraments." 


PAET  II.-POLITY, 


Othee  names  remain  to  be  noticed.  They  relate  to 
polity,  rather  than  theology :  to  the  principles  and  mea- 
sures by  which  we  strive  to  give  expression  to  our  faith  : 
to  commend  and  diffuse  it,  and  so  to  win  the  world  from 
its  "  enmity  against  God,"  to  a  loyal  and  loving  service  of 
Him. 

Under  these  names,  our  "  Church  Principles  "  will  be 
stated.  The  importance  of  these  principles  is  not  always 
duly  felt.  The  New  Testament  lays  down  certain  great 
laws  for  individual  and  social  action ;  and  every  "  Church" 
is  bound  to  honour  them  in  its  fellowship  and  work.  In- 
deed, if  this  be  not  done,  a  false  and  corrupt  Christianity 
will  be  spread.  Minute  prescriptions  are  not  found  in  the 
New  Testament,  but  great  principles  are  ;  sufficient  for  the 
guidance  of  believers. 

DISSENTERS. 
We  have  left,  and  we  keep  aloof  from,  the  "  Church  of 
England,"  the  "Establishment"  of  this  land.  So  strong 
is  our  love  of  peace  and  concord,  so  highly  do  we  value 
sympathy  and  co-operation,  so  sensible  are  we  of  the  im- 
posing pretensions  and  the  vast  influence  of  a  national  and 
venerable  institution  Hke  the  "  Established  Church,"  that 
not  for  light  reasons  do  we  Dissent.— ^But  we  believe  na- 
tional establishments  of  religion  to  be  most  contrary  to 
Holy  Scripture :  Old  Testament  and  New.  Seldom  is 
their  defence  attempted  from  the  New :  so  palpably  alien 
are  their  fundamental  principles  to  the  instructions  of  our 
Lord  and  of  the  Apostles.  And  the  Old  can  be  pressed 
into  their  service  only  through  gross  misconceptions  of  the 
"Jewish  State-Church."  That  was  a  theocracy,  having 
God  as  its  supreme  and  only  Head;  its  constitution,  laws, 
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and  government,  were  directly  and  solely  divine  ;  no  human 
legislation  was  ever  suffered  therein.  There  was  no  "  State" 
in  the  modem  sense  of  the  term,  and  no  "  Church  "  in  the 
New  Testament  idea  of  a  Church.  The  phrase,  "  Jewish 
State  Church,"  is  most  fallacious.  It  was  not  by  Acts  of 
Parhament,  Convocation  of  Clergy,  Royal  Declarations,  or 
any  such  measures,  that  that  "  Estabhshment "  was  set  up. 
These  things,  without  which  there  never  was,  nor  ever  can 
be,  an  "Establishment"  of  Christianity,  are  utterly  irre- 
concilable Avith  the  essential  spiiit  and  character  of  the 
ancient  Theocracy. — We  believe  that  governments  are  but 
civil  institutions,  and  that  they  have  no  inherent  authority 
to  take  charge  of  religious  faith  and  worship  ;  that  it  is 
both  ridiculous  and  profane  for  Kings  and  Parliaments  to 
declare  what  shall,  and  what  shall  not  be  beheved ;  that 
national  Estabhshments  of  rehgion  violate  the  most  sacred 
right  of  private  judgment ;  that  they  invest  with  spurious 
authoritj^  a  particular  interpretation  of  God's  Word ;  that 
they  rest  the  support  and  diffusion  of  religion  on  the  law 
and  the  sword;  that  they  necessarily  make  the  Church 
established  a  political  institution,  a  creature  of  the  State, 
a  "  kingdom  of  this  world;"  that  they  corrupt  the  purity 
and  spirituality  of  the  Church ;  that  they  sprang  of  corrup- 
tion, and  that  they  produce  corruption. — Convictions  like 
these  leave  us  neither  option  nor  hesitation  about  Dissent. 
Nor  do  the  evils  to  which  they  point  exist  in  any  mitigated 
form  in  the  "  Church  of  England."  The  supreme  head  of  that 
Church  on  earth  is  the  reigning  Monarch  ;  its  Bishops  are 
Peers  of  Parliament  in  virtue  of  their  ecclesiastical  office, 
and  they  owe  their  appointment  to  the  monarch  and  the 
cabinet ;  more  than  half  of  the  Church  patronage  attaches 
directly,  or  indirectly,  to  the  Crown ;  the  doctrine,  services, 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  are  ordained  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  all  disputes  relating  to  the  ministry  of  the 
Word,  or  the  dispensation  of  the  ordinances,  are  ultimately 
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We  repudiate  the  guilt  of  schism,  and  the  name  of 
Schismatics.  Separation  is  not  schism.  Schism,  according 
to  the  Scriptural  use  of  the  term,  is  a  rent  in  a  substance 
or  body  ;  and  as  ecclesiastically  applied,  always  denotes  the 
internal  "  divisions  "  by  which  a  community  is  torn. — The 
application  of  it  to  the  divisions  between  the  sects,  or  to 
the  diversities  of  distinct  Churches,  if  not  unwarrantable, 
is  certainly  without  Scriptural  precedent.  And  if  it  may 
be  thus  apphed,  who  shall  presume  to  say  that  difference 
from  their  views  and  practices  constitutes  schism ! — The  sin 
of  schism  is  most  solemnly  denounced  in  the  "  Canons  " 
of  the  "  Church  of  England  ;"  but  adhering  to  the  Scrip- 
tural use  of  the  term,  there  appears  to  us  no  more  flagrant 
instance  of  "  schisms  "  than  that  very  "  Church"  presents  ; 
wherein  the  parties  respectively  known  as  "  High  Church," 
"  Low  Church,"  and  "  Broad  Church,"  represent  all  man- 
ner of  "divisions,"  (schisms)  on  questions  relating  to 
theology,  rit\ialism,  and  life. 

B-EFEBES^CES  : 

Tive  principles  involved  in  Establishments.  See  "  Church  Polity,"  by  A.  C.  Dick, 
(Ward  and  Co . )  "  Ultimate  Principle  of  Religious  Liberty,' '  (Ward  and  Co . ) 
"The  Profession  of  Personal  Religious  Conviction,"  by  A.  Vinet.  (Jackson 
and  Walford) .  "  Nonconformists'  Sketch  Book,"  by  B.  Miall,  (Aylott  and 
Jones).  The  duties  of  civil  governments.  See  "  Kingdom  of  Christ,"  by  Arch- 
bishop Whately,  (FeUowes).  Appendix  to  Essay.  "  National  Church  Estab- 
lishments Examined,"  by  R.  Wardlaw,  D.D..  (Ward  and  Co.)  (Lect.  iv. 
Establishments  contrary  to  Scripture.  See  Wardlaw  as  above,  Lect.  ii.  iii. 
"  The  Principles  of  Dissent,  &c.,"  by  J.  A.  James.  (Hamilton,  Adams 
and  Co.)  "  Why  are  we  Dissenters,"  by  E.  R.  Conder,  (J.  Snow).  Lect. 
iii.  The  Church  not  a  kingdom  of  this  world.  See  "  Barrow's  Discourse  on 
the  Unity  of  the  Church,"  viii.  7.  Archbishop  Whately  as  above. 
Essay  i.  Essential  difference  between  the  Jewish  Theocracy  and  all  Establish- 
ments. See  Wardlaw.  Lect.  iii.,  and  James'  Dissent,  &c.  Constitution 
of  the  Church  of  England.  See  "  Constitutions  and  Canons  Ecclesiastical." 
(Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge).  "Lectures  on  Volun- 
taryism," delivered  in  Manchester,  1861.  (J.  Heywood,  Manchester). 
Lect.  V.  Schism:  Uses  of  the  term  in  New  Testament.  Apphed,  literally 
to  material  substances,  Matt.  ix.  16,  Mark  ii.  21,  Luke  v.  36,  Matt,  xxvii. 
51,  Mark  xv.  38,  Luke  xxiii.  45,  Matt,  xxvii.  51,  Mark  i.  10,  John  xix. 
24,  xxi.  11  ;  figuratively,  to  states  of  mind,  John  vii.  43,  ix.  16,  x.  19,  Acts 
xiv.  4,  xxiii.  7.  Ecclesiastically,  1  Cor,  i.  10,  xi.  18,  xii.  25.  See  "  Dissent 
not  Schism."  by  T.  Binney,  also  Conder,  as  above.    Lect.  ii. 
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NONCONFORMISTS. 

This  name  is  akin  to  the  last.  Tlirough  historical 
events  it  has  acquired  a  force  and  familiarity  which  every 
year  seems  to  increase.  At  first  it  was  the  distinction  of 
the  two  thousand  noble  men,  who  rather  than  comply  with 
the  Act  of  Uniformity,  1662,  gave  up  their  pulpits  and 
their  livings  :  because  they  preferred  a  "  good  conscience  " 
to  tainted  office.  Some  of  them  became  pastors  of 
"  churches  "  of  our  own' faith  and  order ;  which  churches 
having  obtained  help  of  God,  continue  to  this  day. — The 
name  "  Nonconformists  "  has  since  gradually  become  the 
recognized  name  of  men  who  for  generations  have  not  been 
in  the  Established  Church.  And  it  still  remains  for  us,  by 
the  simplicity  of  our  worship,  and  the  scripturalness  of  om* 
ceremonies,  to  give  consistent  expression  to  the  spirit  and 
principles  of  those  who  first  bore  it. — Had  we  no  insuperable 
objections  to  national  Establishments  of  religion  as  such, 
we  should  still  be  driven  to  Nonconformity,  as  indeed  were 
not  a  few  of  the  famous  two  thousand. — Every  "  Minister" 
in  the  Church  of  England  is  compelled  to  subscribe  to  the 
three  Articles  of  Canon  xxivi;  and  "for  the  avoiding 
of  all  ambiguities,"  to  "  subscribe  in  this  order  and  form  of 
words,  viz.,  I,  N.  N.,  do  willingly  and  ex  animo,  subscribe 
to  these  three  Articles  above-mentioned,  and  to  all  things 
that  are  contained  in  them."  These  Articles  declare  that 
the  King  is  supreme  in  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  things ; 
that  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  of  Ordering  of 
Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,  containeth  in  it  nothing 
contrary  to  the  Word  of  God;  that  all  and  every  the 
Articles  therein  contained,  being  in  number  nine-and-thirty, 
are  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God. — We  could  not  declare 
this  ;  we  could  not "  submit  to  each  article  in  the  plain  and 
full  meaning  thereof  ....  in  the  literal  and  gram- 
matical sense,"  as  the  "  Royal  Declaration  "  prefixed  to  the 
Articles  insists.     (See  Book  of  Common  Prayer).     Our 
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sense  and  our  conscience  were  both  alike  offended  by  such 
demand. — We  do  not  believe  that  the  "  Apocrypha"  is  part^ 
of  the  Word  of  Grod,  and  therefore  could  not  consent  to 
read  it  along  with,  or  instead  of,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  is 
appointed  in  the  "  Calendar  of  Lessons  "  for  two  months 
in  the  year.  We  could  not  so  exalt  men's  word,  nor  dis- 
honour God's  word,  as  to  use  it  in  our  worship. — We  believe 
in  the  Trinity  of  the  Grodhead,  but  we  deny  the  authority 
of  any  man  or  "  Church  "  to  set  this  forth,  and  then  to  say 
as  the  "Creed  of  St.  Athanasius"  saith,  "This  is  the 
Catholic  Faith,  which  except  a  man  believe  faithfully,  he 
cannot  be  saved." — The  three  orders  of  the  ministry  in  the 
Church  of  England — bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  divided 
as  the  higher  is  into  two  degrees,  bishops  and  archbishops, 
while  the  lower  orders  are  connected  with  other  titles  and 
functions,  such  as  canon,  prebend,  dean,  archdeacon,  &c., 
present  to  us  a  most  cumbrous  hierarchy,  to  which  the 
New  Testament  gives  no  sanction. — We  do  not  believe 
that  the  bishop  has  power,  in  ordaining  to  the  "  order  of 
priesthood,"  to  impart  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  he  declares — 
"  Eeceive  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office  and  work  of  a  priest 
in  the  Church  of  God,  now  committed  imto  thee  by  the 
imposition  of  our  hands.  Whose  sins  thou  dost  forgive, 
they  are  forgiven ;  and  whose  sins  thou  dost  retain,  they 
are  retained." — We  do  not  believe  that  the  "priest"  has 
power  to  absolve  from  sin,  as  he  declares  in  the  "  Visitation 
of  the  Sick ;"  "  And  by  His  authority  committed  to  me,  I 
absolve  thee  from  all  thy  sins." — We  do  not  believe  that 
by  baptism  the  child  is  regenerated  with  the  Holy  Spirit, 
as  the  services  for  Baptism  and  Confirmation  assert :  "  We 
yield  Thee  hearty  thanks,  most  merciful  Father,  that  it 
hath  pleased  Thee  to  regenerate  this  infant  with  Thy  Holy 
Spirit."  "  Almighty  and  ever-hving  God,  who  hast  vouch- 
safed to  regenerate  these  Thy  servants  by  water  and  the 
Holy  Ghost." — We  believe  in  the  salvation  of  infants,  but 
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iiot  that  baptism  is  essential  to  their  salvation,  or  that  it 
makes  their  salvation  more  certain,  as  the  appendix  to  the 
service  of  Baptism  implies : — "  It  is  certain  by  God's 
Word  that  children  which  are  baptized,  dying  before  they 
commit  actual  sin,  are  undoubtedly  saved." — We  do  not 
believe  in  the  office  of  sponsors,  godfathers  and  godmothers: 
the  office  weakens  parental  responsibility,  and  appears  to 
us  a  great  mockery ;  for  the  promises  demanded  of  the 
sponsors  are  such  as  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  fulfil. 
"  They  did  promise  and  vow  three  things  in  my  name, 
First,  that  I  should  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his  works, 
the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world,  and  aU  the 
sinful  lusts  of  the  flesh  ;  Secondly,  that  I  should  believe 
all  the  Articles  of  the  Christian  Faith ;  and,  Thirdly,  that 
I  should  keep  God's  holy  will  and  commandments,  and 
walk  in  the  same  all  the  days  of  my  life." — We  do  not  be- 
lieve in  "  Confirmation,"  the  intention  of  which  is  to  re- 
lease sponsors  from  their  promises,  by  the  baptized  them- 
selves, with  "  their  own  mouth  and  consent,  openly  before 
the  Church,  ratifying  and  confirming  the  same."  This  is 
one  superstition  bom  of  another. — We  do  not  beheve  in 
the  "  Communion  of  the  Sick ;" — regarding  the  Lord's 
Supper  as  a  feast  for  the  Church  "  when  they  come  together 
into  one  place,"  and  as  instituted  to  nourish  Hfe,  rather 
than  make  "  ready  to  die."  (Preface  to  Communion  of  the 
Sick).  We  consider  its  private  administration  in  the 
Church  of  England  a  perversion  of  its  end,  and  calculated 
to  foster  the  most  fatal  errors  in  the  recipient. — We  do  not 
beheve  that  the  dead — sinner  and  saint  alike,  the  reverend 
and  profane,  the  infidel  and  believer,  the  drunkard,  the 
adulterer,  the  fornicator,  and  holy,  should  be  indiscrimin- 
ately buried  with  words  of  triumphant  thanksgiving; 
"Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  of  His 
great  mercy  to  take  unto  Himself  the  soul  of  our  dear 
brother  here  departed,  we  therefore  commit  his  body  to  the 


VOLTINTAEIES.  21 

ground in  sure  and  certain  hope  of  the 

resurrection  to  eternal  life,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
We  cannot  reconcile  such  doctrines  and  practices  with  the 
Word  of  Grod,  nor  with  much  else  that  stands  in  the 
"  Book  of  Common  Prayer."  Nor  can  we  accept  the 
evasions,  and  glosses,  and  shifts  (to  us  they  are  such),  hy 
which  they  are  defended ;  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
prohibition  of  all  "private  interpretation,"  and  of  every 
other  sense  but  the  "plain  and  full  meaning  thereof." 
Hence  we  refuse  to  conform,  preferring  liberty,  innocence, 
and  consistency  with  whatsoever  reproach  our  Noncon- 
formity may  bring  on  us. 

EEFEREIfCES  : 

History  of  Nonconformity.  See  "Calamy's  Nonconformists'  Memorial.' 
"History  of  Dissenters,"  by  Bogue  and  Bennett.  "Hanbury's  "  Memo 
rials  of  the  Independents."  Neal's  "History  of  the  Puritans."  ''  History 
of  Protestant  Nonconformity,"  by  T.  Price,  D.D.  "History  of  Indepen 
dency,"  by  Jos.  Fletcher  (J.  Snow).  "  State  of  Religious  Parties,"  by  R, 
Vaughan,  D.D.  (Jackson  and  Walford) .  "  The  Two  Thousand  Confessors 
of  1662,"  by  Thomas  Coleman  (J,  Snow).  "Joseph  Alleine,  his  Com 
panions  and  Times,"  by  C.  Stanford  (Jackson,  Walford,  and  Hodder) 
"  The  Church  and  Nonconformists  of  1662,"  by  Rev.  D.  Mountfield,  M.A. 
Incumbent  of  Oxon,  Salop  (Kent  and  Co.).  The  Conformity  demanded  in  the 
Church  of  England.  See  "Constitution  and  Canons  Ecclesiastical."  "The 
Book  of  Common  Prayer."  The  Reasons  for  Nonconformity.  See  "  Dissent 
and  the  Church  of  England,"  by  J.  A.  James.  Chap.  iv.  "  Conscientious 
Clerical  Nonconformity,"  by  T.  Binney  (Ward  and  Co.)  "Why  are  we 
Dissenters,"  by  E.  R.  Conder.  Lect.  ii.,  "The  Scriptural  Argument 
against  Apostolic  Succession,"  by  T.  Stratten  (J.  Snow).  Palmer's 
"Protestant  Dissenters  Catechism."  " Thoughts  on  the  Liturgy,"  by 
Rev.  PhUip  GreU,  M.A.,  sometime  Rural  Dean,  and  Minister  of  St.  John's, 
Derby  (Wertheim  and  Co.)  "  The  Litm-gy  and  the  Dissenters,"  by  Rev, 
Isaac  Taylor,  M.A.,  of  Trinity  CoUege,  Cambridge,  Curate  of  Trotters- 
cliffe.  (Hatchard  and  Co.)  Also  on  the  entire  paragraph.  "  The  Acts  of 
ITniformity,"  a  Sermon  by  the  late  Rev.  J.  C.  Hare,  M.A.,  Archdeacon 
of  Lewes.  "  The  Puritans  of  1662,"  by  Rev.  J.  Stoughton.  (Jackson, 
Walford  and  Hodder.) 

VOLUNTARIES. 

One  of  the  three  things  which  Archdeacon  Paley  truly 
says  is  comprehended  in  the  notion  of  a  rehgious  estab- 
lishment is  a  "  legal  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
clergy."     That  "  legal  provision  "  means  money :  exacted 
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in  some  way  or  other,  by  tithes  or  taxes,  by  rates  or  dues, 
and  exacted  by  compulsion  of  the  civil  power.  Now  it  is 
against  this  compulsion,  which  underlies  every  establish- 
ment, that  we  protest  as  "Voluntaries." — We  believe 
there  can  be  no  faith  without  conviction,  no  piety  without 
love,  and  no  acceptable  offering  without  the  heart.  And 
these  it  is  impossible  for  force  to  win. — We  believe  that 
"  civil  magistrates  cease  to  act  on  Christian  principles 
when  they  employ  coercive  power  in  the  cause  of  Christ- 
ianity."— We  believe  that  the  Old  Testament  and  New 
perfectly  accord  as  to  the  spirit  essential  to  all  religious 
contributions.  "  I  hate  robbery  for  burnt  offering." 
"  Every  man  according  as  he  purposeth  in  his  heart,  so 
let  him  give  ;  not  gnidgingly,  or  of  necessity,  for  God 
loveth  a  cheerful  giver." — We  beUeve  that  compulsion  in 
support  of  religion  is  nowhere  to  be  foimd  in  Scripture. 
The  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness  was  built  by  voluntary 
effort :  "  Take  ye  from  among  you  an  offering  unto  the 
Lord ;  whosoever  is  of  a  willing  heart,  let  him  bring  it." 
"  The  children  of  Israel  brought  a  willing  offering  unto 
the  Lord,  every  man  and  woman  whose  heart  made  them 
willing  to  bring,"  Exodus  xxxv.  5,  29.  The  temple  in 
Jerusalem  was  built  by  the  voluntary  effort  of  king, 
princes,  and  people.  "  Who  then  is  willing  to  consecrate 
his  service  this  day  unto  the  Lord  ?  "  "  Wlio  am  I  and 
what  is  my  people  that  we  should  be  able  to  offer  so 
willingly  after  this  sort  ? "  1  Chron.  xxix.  6,  14.  Once 
and  again  was  that  temple  repaired  by  voluntary  effort, 
2  Kings  xii,  xxii. — We  believe  that  the  tithes  of  the  Jew 
differed  most  widely  in  origin,  character,  and  appropriation 
from  the  tithes  of  the  English  Church,  and  that  to  con- 
found them  as  alike  betrays  great  thoughtlessness  or  igno- 
rance.— We  believe  that  while  the  English  tithes  are  en- 
forced by  the  civil  power,  the  Jewish  tithes  never  were. 
No  instance  of  their  collection  by  force  appears  in  Scrip- 
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ture.  There  is  no  hint  of  compulsion  in  the  statute — the 
honour  and  piety  of  those  who  had  to  pay  are  trusted — 
the  manner  of  payment,  and  the  permission  to  use  as  much 
of  these  tithes  as  they  needed  for  themselves  and  house- 
hold at  the  festivals,  utterly  preclude  the  idea  of  human 
supervision  and  enforcement,  Deut.  xiv.  22-27.  The  only 
instance  recorded  of  the  withholding  tithes  took  place 
after  the  captivity,  and  was  punished  directly  and  solely 
by  Grod.  He  withheld  the  dew  and  the  rain,  &c.,  Mai.  iii. 
8-12. — We  believe  that  the  New  Testament  gives  the  law 
of  ministerial  support,  and  of  all  Christian  enterprize  in 
such  passages  as  "  If  we  have  sown  unto  you  spiritual 
things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if  we  shall  reap  your  carnal 
things  ?  Do  ye  not  know,  that  they  which  minister  about 
holy  things  live  of  the  things  of  the  temple ;  and  they 
which  wait  at  the  altar  are  partakers  with  the  altar? 
Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  they  which  preach 
the  Gospel  should  live  of  the  Grospel."  "  Let  him  that  is 
taught  in  the  word  communicate  unto  him  that  teacheth 
in  all  good  things."  "  While  it  remained  was  it  not  thine 
own  ?  and  after  it  was  sold  was  it  not  in  thine  own 
power  ?  "  "  And  this  they  did,  not  as  we  hoped,  but  first 
gave  their  own  selves  to  the  Lord,  and  unto  us  by  the  will 
of  God."  "  I  speak  not  by  commandment  but  .... 
to  prove  the  sincerity  of  your  love.  For  ye  know  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  though  He  was  rich, 
yet  for  your  sakes  He  became  poor,  that  ye  through  His 
poverty  might  be  rich."  "  If  there  be  first  a  wilKng  mind," 
it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  that  he  hath  not."  "  Beloved,  thou  doest 
faithfully  whatsoever  thou  doest  to  the  brethren,  and  to 
strangers,  which  have  borne  witness  of  thy  charity  before 
the  Church ;  whom,  if  thou  bring  forward  in  their  jour- 
ney after  a  godly  sort,  thou  shalt  do  well ;  because  that 
for  His  name's  sake  they  went  foi-th,  taking  nothing  of 
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the  Gentiles.  We,  therefore,  ought  to  receive  such  that 
we  might  be  fellow-helpers  to  the  truth." — We  beheve 
that  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  is  spiritual,  and  that  all 
measures  for  its  support  and  furtherance  must  harmonize 
with  its  nature.  We  beheve  that  few  errors  have  proved 
so  disastrous  as  the  introduction  of  coercion  into  religious 
matters. 

Eefeeences  : — 

Establishments  involve  legal  provision.  Paley,  "  Moral  Philosophy,"  Book  vi. 
Chap.  X.  Spirit  of  Voluntaryism.  "  Views  of  the  Voluntary  Principle," 
by  E.  Miall  (Aylott  and  Jones).  JVb  compulsion  allowed  in  Christianity. 
Whately,  as  above,  Essay  i.,  Sec.  9-13.  No  compulsory  payments  in  Old  Testa- 
ment.  "Discussion  on  Church  Estabhshments,"  between  E ,  Miall,  and 
Rev.  J.  Baylee,  M.A.  "  English  and  Jewish  Tithe  Systems  Compared," 
by  T.  Stratten.  Manchester  Lectures  as  above,  Lect.  viii.  Wardlaw, 
Lect.  ii.  Conder,  Lect.  iii.  "  The  Title  Deeds  of  the  Church  of  England, 
to  her  Parochial  Property  examined,"  by  E.  Miall  (Longmans). 


INDEPENDENTS. 
We  believe  that  the  word  "church"  has  two  senses, 
and  two  only,  in  the  New  Testament.  First,  it  denotes 
the  entire  body  of  Grod's  people;  all  the  redeemed  and 
sanctified,  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth,  inclusive 
of  all  generations,  past,  present,  and  future.  This  is  the 
only  just  and  true  meaning  of  the  phrase  "  the  Holy 
Catholic  (^.  e.  universal)  Church." — The  second  sense  of 
the  word  "  church "  lies  in  its  apphcation  to  individual 
societies  of  believers  or  saints,  voluntarily  meeting  in  one 
place  for  worship  and  mutual  edification,  and  holding 
fellowship  in  Christ  with  one  another. — We  beheve  that 
these  two  senses  divide  between  them  all  the  instances  of 
the  New  Testament  use  of  the  word  "church."  It  occurs 
very  frequently,  and  is  employed  with  much  precision. 
The  single  community  is  called  a  "church;"  communities 
in  a  province  or  district  are  referred  to  as  "  the  churches  of 
Galatia,"   "  churches  of  Asia,"    "  churches   of  Syria  and 


INDEPENDENTS.  25 

Cilicia,"  "churches  of  Macedonia,"  "churches  of  Judea;" 
when  all  the  communities  on  earth  are  spoken  of  generally 
it  is  as  "  churches,"  "  all  churches,"  "  churches  of 
Christ,"  "  churches  of  the  saints." — The  indefinite  and 
confounding  phrases  "the  visible  church,"  and  "the 
church  mystical,"  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  New 
Testament. — Nor  is  there  any  warrant  for  the  application 
of  the  word  "  church  "  to  a  country  or  province,  as  "  the 
Church  of  England,"  "the  Church  of  Scotland;"  or  to 
a  denomination,  as  the  "Free  Church,"  "Presbyterian 
Church,"  "  Wesleyan  Church,"  and  the  like.  Such  uses 
of  the  term  have  wrought  great  mischief. 

We  believe  each  church  to  be  complete  in  itself;  that 
Christ  is  the  head  of  each  as  head  of  all ;  that  the  scrip- 
tm-es  are  its  sole  statute  book ;  and  that  the  judgment  of 
its  members  is  to  interpret  that  book;  that  in  the  choice 
of  its  ofiicers,  in  the  admission  and  dismission  of  members, 
in  the  administration  of  all  its  affairs,  each  church  is  "  inde- 
pendent of  the  authority  of  pope,  prelate,  presbytery, 
prince,  or  parliament."  This  is  the  meaning  of  the  name 
"  Independents." — Webeheve  that  the  churches  planted  by 
the  apostles  were  each  a  distinct,  independent  community, 
though  as  contiguous  as  Thessalonica  and  Philippi,  as 
Corinth  and  Cenchrea.  They  are  severally  addressed  as 
independent  communities.  Questions  of  doctrine  and 
discipline  are  disposed  of  by  the  churches  in  which  they 
had  arisen.  There  is  no  recognition  of  any  sovereignty, 
of  one  of  these  societies  over  others,  or  of  several  over  one. 
— The  consultation  of  the  church  in  Jerusalem  by  the 
church  in  Antioch  was  perfectly  spontaneous  :  it  neither 
followed  a  precedent  nor  became  a  precedent ;  it  was  not 
the  consultation  of  a  representative  body,  nor  can  the 
"  council  of  Jerusalem,"  as  it  is  questionably  termed,  be 
quoted  in  support  of  the  representative  councils  and 
synods  of  later  times. — The  independence  of  each  church 
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we  consider  violated  by  the  "  Church  of  England"  in  its 
diocesan  episcopacy,  which  places  men  as  bishops  over 
ministers  or  pastors,  instead  of  over  churches ;  in  its  laws 
of  conformity,  which  impose  a  liturgy,  creeds,  and  cere- 
monies ;  and  in  its  patronage  of  pulpits,  under  which  the 
hateful  traffic  in  "  livings"  and  "  the  cure  of  souls  "  is 
practised,  and  pastors  are  appointed  without  the  will 
of  the  congregations  receiving  them.  The  independence 
of  each  church  is  violated,  also,  by  Presbyterianisra,  in 
its  Courts  of  Appeal,  and  its  General  Assembly ;  and  by 
Wesleyanism,  in  the  usages  of  its  circuits,  and  the  powers 
of  its  Conference. — We  believe  that  the  independence  of 
each  church  is  not  incompatible  with  recourse  to  mutual 
deliberation,  occasional  or  periodic.  We  neither  disdain 
Christian  counsel,  nor  depreciate  Christian  fellowship  ;  but 
we  withstand  all  obtrusion  of  authority  from  without 
each  church. 

Eefebences  : — 

Ttpo  senses  of  the  word  Church  in  Scripture,  (a)  The  Catholic  Church.  Matt.  xvi. 
18,  Acts  XX.  28,Gal.  i.  13,Eph.i.  22,iii.  21,v.  24,  25,  Col.  i.  18, 1  Tim.  iii. 
15,  Heb.  xii.  23.  (6)  Individual  Churches.  Acts  ii.  47,  viii.  1,  ix.  31,  xi.  22, 
xiii.  1,  xiv.  23,  Col.  iv.  15,  Gal.  i.  2,  22.  1  Cor.  xvi.  1, 19,  2  Cor.  viii.  1,  &c., 
1  Cor.  vii.  17,  xiv.  34,  &c.  The  term  "  Catholic."  Whately's  "  EiTors  of 
Romanism,"  App.  A.  Conder,  as  above,  Lect.  i.  Nature  of  a  Christian 
Church.  James' "Church  Members' Guide."  "  Ecclesiastical  Polity  of 
New  Testament,"  by  Dr.  Davidson,  Lect.  ii.  Conder  as  above,  Lect.  i. 
"  Congregational  Independency,"  by  Dr.  Wardlaw,  chap.  ii.  Indepen- 
dency of  each  Church.  Barrow's  "Unity  of  the  Church."  viii.  5. 
^Vhately's  "Kingdom  of  Christ,"  Ess.  ii.  sec.  15.  '•  Primitive  Church," 
by  Lyman  Coleman  (Ward  and  Co.),ch.  iii.  Davidson  as  above,  Lect.  ii. 
"Congregationalism  for  Christ,"  by  Newman  Hall,  LL.B.  (J.  Suow). 
The  "Council"  of  Jerusalem.  Wardlaw,  as  above,  ch,  vi.  Whately 
and  Davidson  as  above,  and  Fletcher's  "History  of  Independency." 


CONGREGATIONALISTS. 

This  name  expresses  the  right  and  duty  of  each  member 

of  the  church  to  take  part  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 

management  of  the  church's  atfairs.     We  believe  that  the 

deliberation  should  be  shared  by  the  whole  church,  and 
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that  the  decisions  should  be  those  of  the  whole  church ; 
that  there  should  be  no  imperium  in  imperio. — A  pastor 
with  us  may  not  "  lord  it  over  Grod's  heritage  ;"  he  must 
be  content,  and  well  he  may,  with  the  ambition  of  Apo- 
stles :  "  not  for  that  we  would  have  dominion  over  your 
faith,  but  would  be  helpers  of  your  joy."  Neither  may  a 
presbytery  within  the  church  force  compliance  with  their 
^vill ;  far  less,  may  any  "  Diotrephes  loving  to  have  the 
pre-eminence  "  do  this. — We  honour  the  Church  as  a  whole 
body ;  with  us  the  word  never  denotes  the  office-bearers, 
or  any  mere  part  of  the  community  ;  and  we  labour  to 
make  the  responsibility  felt  commensurately  with  the 
name. 

Refeeences : — 

Distinction  of  Independency  and  Congregationalism.  Waxdlaw  as  above,  chap.  v. 
The  Congregational  action  of  the  Churches.  Acts  i,  15,  26,  vi.  2,  3,  xv.  12, 
22,  xxi-  22,  1.  Cor.  v.  4. 


ESSENTIAL  ORGANIZATION. 

These  are  the  principles  which  animate  us  in  works  dis- 
tinctively our  own,  and  in  works  which  we  share  with 
others.  They  determine  and  guard  all  our  relations.  They 
are  simple  and  few,  but  susceptible  of  most  varied  applic- 
ation in  personal  and  social  life.  Our  faith,  while  radi- 
cally the  same,  is  held  with  those  diversities  of  judgment 
which  best  prove  and  preserve  individual  freedom  ;  and  our 
polity  is  displayed  with  a  like  concord  and  independence. 
Diversities  are  our  glory ;  nothing  could  be  a  greater  re- 
proach and  hindrance  in  such  a  religion  as  Christianity 
than  a  shibboleth  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  a  uni- 
formity regardless  of  special  convictions,  tastes,  and  circum- 
stances. Provided  our  methods  of  worship  and  of  church 
action  honour  these  great  and  broad  principles,  we  care  not 
for  rules  and  details.    Architecture,  robes,  music,  liturgical 
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forms,  chants,  responses,  manner  of  ministerial  support, 
pew-rents,  conduct  of  church  business,  and  the  like,  are 
matters  left  by  the  silence  of  Scripture  to  our  taste  and 
discretion,  and  we  value  the  free  exercise  of  these.  The 
essential  organization  that  obtains  among  us,  maybe  indic- 
ated in  few  words  : — 

1.  We  believe  that  none  but  godly  men  should  be  united 
iato  a  church ;  men  whose  character  is  presented  in  the 
current  designations,  "disciples,"  "  behevers,"  "saints," 
"brethren,"  "the  children  of  God,"  "  sanctified  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  "faithful  in  Christ  Jesus,"  to  whom  "the  Gospel 
has  come  not  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost." — And  to  form  a  Christian  church,  such 
must  unite  by  mutual  and  voluntary  consent.  Parochial 
limits,  acts  of  Parliament,  ecclesiastical  decrees,  outward 
rites,  recital  of  religious  formularies,  adoption  of  creeds, 
cannot  regulate  a  spiritual  fellowship  Hke  this. 

2.  We  beheve  that  the  only  "terms  of  communion" 
which  churches  are  to  maintain,  are  "  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/' — And  that 
whereas  there  are  "  babes  "  in  Christ  as  well  as  "  men,"  the 
"  weak  "  as  well  as  the  "  strong,"  the  wisest  and  tenderest 
care  is  needful  that  none  be  refused  whom  "  God  hath  re- 
ceived."— Introduction  into  church  fellowship  should  be 
so  conducted  as,  while  securing  the  satisfaction  of  the 
church,  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  pecuhar  character,  educ- 
ation, and  circumstances  of  the  candidate.  Our  usual 
method  is  to  propose  a  candidate  one  month,  and  receive 
him  the  next ;  the  interval  affording  opportunity  for  ascer- 
taining the  credibility  of  his  profession.  To  this,  we  think, 
no  candidate  can  object ;  more  than  this,  we  think,  no 
church  should  require. — The  manner  in  which  the  infor- 
mation is  procured  is  of  very  little  importance.  To  insist 
upon  a  "letter"  from  the  candidate,  or  the  formal  visit  of 
a  "  deputation,"  is  a  practice  imwarranted  by  the  New 


ESSENTIAL   OEGANIZATION.  29 

Testament ;  ill-adapted  to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  many 
around  our  churches  ;  and  productive  of  much  harm. 

3.  We  believe  that  the  officers  of  a  church  should  be 
chosen  by  the  church  itself.  This  appears  to  us  a  right 
inseparable  from  the  very  nature  of  a  church,  as  a  vo- 
luntary and  independent  community  ;  and  this  conviction 
is  confirmed  by  the  manner  in  which  all  the  elections  and 
appointments  recorded  in  Scripture  were  made. — There  are 
no  such  express  statutes  concerning  the  number  and 
functions  of  the  officers  of  a  church  as  to  ensure  absolute 
uniformity  among  us. — Every  society  finds  it  wise  and 
necessary  to  confide  certain  duties  to  particular  officers. 
And  we  gather  from  this  consideration,  and  from  the  place 
which  "  bishops  "  and  "  deacons  "  appear  to  have  held  in 
the  early  churches,  that  they  were  designed  to  be  the  per- 
manent ordinary  officers  of  such  communities;  having 
charge  respectively  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal  afiairs  of 
the  church. 

4.  We  discover  the  functions  of  the  "  bishop  "  in  the 
several  terms,  "pastor,"  "teacher,"  "minister,"  "  over- 
seer," "  elder,"  "watchman,"  "ruler." — We  jealously  re- 
frain from  calling  ministers  "priests."  Such  title  is 
nowhere  given  them  in  the  New  Testament ;  nor  is  there 
any  analogy  between  the  office  of  the  Jewish  priest,  and 
the  office  of  the  Christian  minister  to  warrant  such 
designation.  All  believers  are  a  spiritual  priesthood;  but 
Christian  ministers,  as  ministers,  are  not  priests.  We 
greatly  deplore  the  manifold  evils  of  tyranny  and  super- 
stition of  which  this  most  unscriptural  apphcation  of  the 
term  "priest"  has  been  so  fruitful. — We  find  no  trace 
ill  the  New  Testament  of  diocesan  bishops ;  that  is,  of 
bishops  of  pastors,  or  ministers,  having  congregations  in 
a  diocese  or  ecclesiastical  district. — We  beheve  that 
"  bishop  "  and  "  elder  "  or  "  presbyter  "  denote  the  same 
office.     The  terms  are  used  interchangeably  of  the  same 
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men:  Acts  xx.  17  :  " elders,"  ver.  28, "  overseers"  (bishops) : 
Titus  i.  5,  "elders"  ver.  7,  "bishop:"  1  Pet.  v.  1, 
"elders,"  ver.  2,  "taking  the  oversight,"  that  is,  "  over- 
seeing or  acting  as  bishop."  The  qualifications  for  the 
one  and  the  other  are  the  same,  compare  1  Tim.  iii.  1-7, 
with  Titus  i.  5,  6-10.  It  has  already  been  said  that  the 
duties  of  this  office  are  indicated  in  its  various  titles. 

5.  We  believe  that  as  the  bishop  or  pastor  has  charge 
of  the  spiritual  state  of  the  church,  so  the  "deacons" 
should  take  charge  of  its  temporal  affairs.  These  affairs 
necessitate  special  arrangement. — In  the  church  at  Jeru- 
salem such  provision  was  made  (Acts  vi.)  Although  the 
name  "deacons"  is  not  expressly  given  to  those  "seven 
men,"  the  service  of  temporahties  is  asserted  of  them. 
From  the  Epistles  to  the  PhiHppians  (i.  1,)  and  to 
Timothy  (1  Epis.  iii.,)  it  is  plain  that  the  "deacon's" 
office  was  distinct  from  the  "  bishop's  :  "  and  from  the 
omission  of  the  qualification  "  aptness  to  teach,"  it  ap- 
pears not  to  have  been  an  office  of  instruction.  We  have 
therefore  concluded  that  its  permanent  design  was  that 
which  we  recognize  in  our  church  arrangements. — To  the 
deacons  we  usually  confide  the  support  of  the  ministry, 
the  preservation  of  the  church  buildings,  the  rehef  of  the 
sick  and  the  poor,  and  the  custody  of  the  funds  raised  by 
the  church. — While  not  a  little  advantage  accrues  from 
the  mutual  confidence  of  pastors  and  deacons,  and  their 
frequent  consultation  together;  it  is  most  essential  to 
order  and  prosperity  that  their  functions  should  not  be 
confounded  by  encroachments  of  the  one  or  of  the  other,  and 
that  they  should  both  severally  so  fulfil  them  as  to  impress 
each  individual  member  with  his  responsibility  to  God,  to 
Christ,  to  the  church  and  the  world.  Neither  office  is 
intended  to  supersede  personal  devotedness,  but  rather  to 
animate  this,  and  aid  its  highest  expression. 

6.  We  believe  that  the  ends  for  which  Christians  should 
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unite  themselves  into  a  church  are,  their  own  edification, 
by  worship,  mutual  oversight,  and  reciprocal  care ;  the 
evangelization  of  the  world,  by  witness  to  the  truth,  and 
its  enforcement  on  the  consciences  and  hearts  of  men  ;  and 
thus  the  glory  of  God,  by  reverential  and  joyous  accept- 
ance of  His  mercy,  conformity  to  His  will,  and  expecta- 
tion of  His  glory. — And  believing  this,  we  attach  the 
highest  importance  to  the  services  and  ordinances  of  God's 
house  ;  the  exercise  of  mutual  exhortation  and  of  dis- 
cipline ;  the  support,  by  contribution  and  personal  effort,  of 
all  agencies  by  which  the  wants  of  men  may  be  met.  And 
we  believe  that  the  responsibilities  here  expressed  rest  on 
all ;  as  the  several  members  of  one  body,  none  "  can  say  to 
another,  I  have  no  need  of  thee  ;"  as  individuals  entrusted 
with  different  talents,  and  occupying  different  stations, 
each  has  services  to  render  to  God  and  men  peculiar  to 
himself. 

Eeeeeences  : — 

Purity  of  Commvnion.  James' "Church  Members' Guide."  Wardlaw's  "Con- 
gregational Independency,"  chap.  iii.  Conder  as  above,  Lect.  i.  Halley 
"  On  the  Sacraments,"  Lect.  ix.  Method  of  Introduction  to  a  Church.  "  Con- 
gregationalism," by  Dr.  Vaughan,  p.  198.  "Lectures  on  Independency," 
by  S.  T.  Porter.  Officers  elected  by  the  Church.  Coleman's  "  Primitive 
Church,"  chap.  iv.  Davidson  as  above,  Lect.  iv.  Christian  Ministers  not 
Priests.  Whately's  "  Errors  of  Romanism,"  Essay  ii.  6.  No  proof  of 
"  diocesan  bishops  "  in  Neto  Testament.  Stratten's  "  Apostolic  Succession," 
Lect.  iii,  Davidson's  "  Ecclesiastical  Polity,"  Lect.  iii.  Bishop  and 
presbyter  synonymous.  "  History  of  the  Church,"  by  Dean  Waddington, 
chap.  ii.  2.  Hind's  "  Rise  and  Progress  of  Christianity,"  chap.  vi.  Cole- 
man as  above,  chap,  vi.,  and  Davidson,  Lect.  iii.  Scott's  Commentary  on 
1  Tim.  iii.  1.  The  Deacon's  Q-ffice.  Conder's  "  Why  are  we  Dissenters," 
pp.  44,  45.  James'  "  Church  Members'  Guide,"  chap.  ix.  And  on  the  whole 
paragraph,  see  "  Internal  Administration  of  the  Churches,"  by  H.  Wilkes, 
D.D.  (Jackson,  Walford,  and  Hodder). 


Such  are  the  names  by  which  we  are  commonly  known 
throughout  the  land  ;  and  such  is  their  general  significance. 
Our  explanation  is  now  before  the  reader,  and  he  can  test 
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its  accuracy  for  himself.  The  writer  desires  it  to  be  re-, 
ceived  as  that  of  an  individual  merely  ;  of  one  who  claims 
no  more  than  to  have  recorded  what  he  beheves  to  be  the 
opinions  and  practices  generally  obtaining  among  the  people 
called  "  Congregational  Independents."  It  is  for  others  to 
judge  concerning  his  care  and  success. 

These  are  our  names ; — let  us  give  them  d^full  reality  : 
"  Not  in  tongue  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth."  Let  us 
honour  what  they  profess.  To  our  thoughts  they  present 
the  sublimest  doctrines  :  to  our  affections,  the  hoHest  ob- 
jects :  and  for  our  lives  they  supply  the  highest  principles. 
Nothing  more  deserves  scorn  than  an  empty  name  :  and  if 
scorn  be  justly  apportioned,  what  measure  of  it  shall  we  in- 
cur if  we  give  not  to  such  names  reality  and  worth !  Study 
to  comprehend  their  meaning,  fearlessly  foUow  whither 
they  lead,  and  write  them  legibly  on  your  character. 

These  are  our  names  ; — handed  down  to  us,  for  the  most 
part,  from  national  or  continental  crises,  and  by  the  noblest 
men.  Let  us  honour  their  tradition.  We  have  no  right 
to  them  save  as  we  display  the  spirit  of  truth  and  love 
with  which  they  were  first  borne  ;  and  as  we  improve  and 
expand  that  very  spirit  by  means  of  the  riper  experience 
Christian  churches  have  now  gained.  We  have  our 
"  Fathers "  as  well  as  others,  and  we  best  honour  them 
when  we  emulate  their  piety  and  zeal,  and  profit  by  their 
imperfections.  An  uncertain  testimony,  a  craven  spirit, 
and  an  indolent  apathy,  would  be  most  heinous  sins  in  the 
descendants  of  such  men. 

These  are  our  names ; — they  yet  serve  to  distinguish.  Not 
one  of  them,  unhappily,  has  grown  obsolete  by  the  death 
of  the  error  it  first  opposed.  Our  theology  is  still  assailed, 
in  every  part,  and  from  every  point :  no  less  is  our  polity. 
Let  us  remember  that  we  stand  champions  for  every  true 
doctrine  and  every  essential  right.  We  challenge  obser- 
vation ;  let  us  not  mock  it.     We  vaunt  our  freedom;  let 
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it  never  degenerate  into  licence.  We  protest  against 
bigotry ;  let  us  not  deal  in  anathemas.  Let  it  be  manifest 
that  we  have  put  on  the  girdle  of  truth,  the  breastplate  of 
righteousness,  and  the  robe  of  charity. 

These  are  our  names  ; — let  us  anticipate  the  day  when  a 
larger,  more  generic  name  shall  absorb  them  all! — when 
"  Cheistia:s'  "  shall  be  a  name  distinctive  enough,  because 
of  prevailing  concord !  That  venerable  name  first  given 
in  Antioch  has  proved,  and  ever  will,  the  highest  and  the 
fullest.  Before  it  every  other  shall  shrink  and  shrivel, 
shall  fade  and  melt  away !  Other  names  distinguish  us 
from  our  brethren ;  this  unites  us  with  them !  Other 
names  are  but  parts  ;  this  is  the  whole !  Other  names 
are  abstract,  and  they  coldly  affect  us ;  this  is  per- 
sonal, and  gains  our  very  soul !  As  yet  we  may  not  lay 
them  aside ;  but  we  keep  them  in  their  places  by  giving 
supremacy  to  this !  They  befit  earth  and  time  ;  only  this 
will  abide  for  ever !  Let  us  bethink  ourselves  every  day 
that  we  bear  this  name !  Christians  may  sanction  no  error, 
for  Christ  is  truth! — no  selfishness,  for  Christ  is  love! — no 
sin,  for  Christ  is  holiness  !  "  Him  that  overcometh  will  I 
make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  Grod,  and  he  shall  go  no 
more  out :  and  I  will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my 
God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  Grod,  which  is  New 
Jerusalem,  which  cometh  down  out  of  heaven  from  my 
God,  and  I  will  write  upon  him  my  new  name.'''' 
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The  preceding  pages  have  been  occupied  with  a  state- 
ment of  principles.  These  principles  are  to  be  obeyed  as 
well  as  admired ;  to  be  illustrated  in  our  life  as  well  as  ad- 
vocated with  our  lips. 

Growth. — Religion  is  life,  and  all  healthy  life  is  growth. 
The  old  divines  nobly  styled  it  "  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul 
of  man."  Ponder  that  weighty  phrase  every  day.  Make 
it  more  and  more  descriptive  of  your  character.  All  the 
doctrines  of  our  faith  have  their  end  in  holiness.  Enter- 
tain none  of  them  apart  from  their  use.  Aim  after  the 
highest  attainments  in  truth  and  love.  Forget  the  things 
which  are  behind,  and  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling  of  Grod  in  Christ  Jesus.  Grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

Culture. — Life  demands  care,  and  the  highest  life  the 
greatest  care.  See  the  husbandman  with  his  garden,  the 
teacher  with  his  pupil,  the  mother  with  her  child :  they 
are  patterns  of  the  care  with  which  you  must  daily  guard, 
guide,  and  strengthen  your  life.  The  chief  means  of 
culture  are  these : — Use  of  the  light  and  power  you  already 
have ;  prayer,  study  of  the  Scnptures,  and  attendance  on 
the  ordinances  of  public  worship.  Don't  live  below  your- 
self— either  as  you  attempt  duty,  resist  temptation,  or 
endure  trial.  Honour  your  conscience.  Obey  your  heart. 
Suffer  it  not  to  condemn  you.  Walk  according  to  the 
rule  whereunto  you  have  attained.  Beware  of  indolence, 
of  compromise,  of  inconsistency.  Accept  no  man's  standard 
of  right  and  godliness.  Be  perfect,  as  your  Father  in 
Heaven  is  perfect.  All  powers  grow  by  exercise,  and  all 
passions  are  kept  pure  by  lawful  gratification. — Be  much 
in  prayer.     "  Enter  into  thy  closet "  were  the  words  of 
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our  Lord,  and  like  that  Lord  each  Christian  must  be  much 
"alone  praying."     The  closet  is  our  armoury  for  sword 
and  shield — our  refectory   for  bread  and   wine.      There 
never  was  a  Christian  who  did  not  pray,  nor  an  eminent 
Christian  who  did  not  "  give  himself  to  prayer."     Prayer 
carries  us  above  the  world,  and  sense,  and  time;  drives 
back  the  devil ;  and  fills  us  with  Grod. — Study  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  meditate  in  them  day  and  night.     They  are  a  light 
that  shineth  in  a  dark  place.     He  is  strong  indeed  who  is 
mighty  in  them.     They  were  written  for  doctrine,  for  re- 
proof, for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness ;  that 
you  might  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
work.     Study  them  with  deep  humility.     The  prayer  is 
always   right,  and  always  answered :  "  Open  Thou  mine 
eyes,  that  I  may  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  Thy  law." 
— Prize  the  ordinances  of  worship  and  church  fellowship. 
Holy  men  in  all  ages  have  done  this.      They  have  loved 
the  habitation  of  God's  house.     They  have  not  forsaken 
the  assembling  of  themselves  together.    They  have  spoken 
often  one  to  another,  and  the  Lord  has  hearkened  and 
heard.     Be  in  your  seat  when  your  minister  is  in  his 
pulpit.     He  has  a  message  from  Grod  to  you.     Listen  with 
prayer,  and  you  will  be  nourished  in  all  goodness.     Pre- 
pare to  hear  as  he  prepares  to  speak.     Ask  Grod  for  an  ear 
as  he  asks  Grod  for  a  tongue.     Keep  the  Christian  pass- 
over:  so  eating  and  so  drinking  as  to   show  forth  the 
Lord's  death  till  He  come. 

Work. — Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but 
every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others.  You  are  to  be  a 
light  to  them  in  darkness,  and  salt  to  the  corrupt.  You 
are  to  be  a  witness  for  Grod  where  He  is  so  little  kno^vn — 
so  much  forgotten.  Look  around  and  see  what  is  the 
kind  of  service  you  can  do.  Surely  you  are  at  no  loss  in 
so  needy,  so  dark,  so  miserable  a  world  as  ours  is  even  yet. 
There  is  the  sunday-school,  the  tract  district ;  there  are 
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the  fatherless  and  the  widow.  If  you  can't  join  in  the 
ordinary  measures  of  Christian  activity  in  our  churches,  I 
beseech  you  find  out  and  pursue  methods  better  suited  to 
your  opportunity  and  abihty.  But  work.  Gro  about  doing 
good.  Make  others  the  better,  the  happier  for  your  life. 
This  is  the  law  of  Christ.  This  is  to  follow  Christ.  This 
is  to  win  the  ravishing  welcome  of  Christ :  "  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
you." 

May  the  love  of  God  the  Father,  the  grace  of  Christ 
our  Saviour,  and  the  light  of  the  Holy  Grhost,  the  Com- 
forter, make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  His 
wiU.  So  shall  an  entrance  be  ministered  unto  you 
abundantly  into  His  everlasting  kingdom.     Amen. 


